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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO igg—70~

OFFICE OF
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

April 20, 1970

Proposed New Industrial Waste
Ordinance - Status Report

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco

Attention of Supervisor Robert H. Mendelsohn
Chairman of Health & Environment Committee

Gentlemen:

Since 1953 San Francisco has had an Industrikl Waste Ordinance,
which has never been updated or amgnded, Thdre have been iremen-
dous advances both in the technelogy oI W
the thinking with regard the bepéTlichgl uses o the Bay, to the
effect that what would have begh permidgiblie to ¢ .
ago would not be allowed today, add}ition, this ordinance has
not been easily enforceable Therefore/it has been contemplated
for some time that a complet®ly new Ipdusirial Waste Ordinance
would be prepared so thafy ug chy reagonably and economically pro-
tect the waters of the Py ab {s meeting the Regional Water
Quality Control Board'A g for discharge, and Mayor
Alioto has recommendgQ the prepal of an applicable ordinance.

nstances i1t 1s much more -eco-
o) westes at their point of

o be handled is small rather

- leterious material when mixed
with the totz ‘ fient plant. We had contemplated
submitting Auch an ordinande-id the Board in Qctober.

It must be understopd that in most
nomical to treat ceXtaln deleterio
origin where t Qlume of liguid

g in the Mayor's office on March 30th with State Board
members, Regional Board stdff, Supervisor Feinstein, Supervisor
Mendelsohn ahd members of the City's staff, 1t was sgreed among
other things thet the pfeparation of the Industrial Weste Ordinance
would be expeditdq and submitted to the Board during the week of
April 20, Supervidor Mendelsohn stated that he would introduce
such legislaticn as soon a8 1t was prepared. A first draft of
this ordinance which should be sufficient for discussion purposee
is now being prepared and will be submitted during this week.

The commitment made at the above-referred-to meeting has also been
publicly stated by the Mayor during his appearance at the various
Regional Board meetings.

At a meet
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Basically the philosophy of this ordinance, as being prepared, is
that domestic sewage or its equivalent characteristics should be
sccepted at all trestment plants without pretreatiment but that any
substance in the discharge from the industrial plant which might

be harmful to the sewer system, the treatment plant or could not

be easily treated at the plant and would be harmful to the recelv-
ing waters of the Bay, should be removed by the individual discharger
prior to discharging into our sewer system.

Following are several of the more important points that will be
inciuded in this ordinance. - '

1. 'The influent to the Richmond-8unset Sewage Treatment
: Plant, which serves an srea that is generally residen~
tial in eharscter with little industrial activity,
would be used as the base for the type of discharge .
allowed by the industrial waste discharger.

2. This ordinance would cover restaurants, service stations
and other type of industry or commereial ventures in
addition to the normal industrisl itype establishment
discharges from these types of occupancies are poten-
tially harmful to the receiving waters.

3. Since there &re appreximately 3,000 to 4,000 industries
in San Franeisco it would be a tremengous task involving
a large amount of new employments were the City to
investigate and test the discharges from each establish-
ment. Therefore the patiern similar to that used by the
Regional Water Quality Control Beard will be employed.
This will require that each discharger individually have
necessary tests made by State certified laboratories,
if their staff were not competent to sp do, and to submli
to the City. With a minimum number of sadditional employ-
ments the €ity would then spot-check these monitoring
programs %o be sure that they were valid.

4. A variance procedure before the Director of Public Works
would be established to allow a variance from the require-
ments upon proof that while the discharge did not meet
speeific requirements of the ordinance that it would not
have & deleterious effect upon the faeilities or the Bay.

5, A Hearing Board would be sstablished, similar to the
Board of Examiners established under the San Francisco
Building Code, as an appeal board to the orders.
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6. 'The enforcement provisions would generally provide that
in the event of noncompliance after the time schedule
had been set, mide sewer connection ceuld be plgfgnd,
and also there will be provisicns for fines or migw

' Gemeanor proviaions to be imposed by the Courts.

I trust the sbove is a satisfactory brief ax%lnnnticn of the-
o;?inanee which will be presented to you on Wednesday, April 22,
1970. - , : -

Very truly yours,

Thomas J. Mellon ,
Chief Administrative Officer
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